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You can’t appreciate our readings today unless you put yourself in the place of the writers. 

The reading from Isaiah was written around 700 BC, when the Assyrians had seized all of 

the towns surrounding Jerusalem and were closing in on Jerusalem. Even in the face of this attack 

and the suffering it brought, Isaiah proclaims ultimate victory, because whatever happens...in the 

end…God’s faithfulness will triumph, because He is their God and they are His people. When they 

accept this, their eyes will be opened, their ears cleared, and the old ways of sin replaced by what 

Jesus will later call the Kingdom of God. 

In our reading from James we learn what it means to open our eyes and clear our ears. 

We must share the Good News of the Gospel with everyone because that’s who God intends it for.  

When Mark wrote the Gospel we heard today, it was 70 AD. Things weren’t looking too 

good for Christians. The church had been separated from the Jewish community; Peter and Paul 

had been executed; Emperor Nero was persecuting Christians because of their faith; and Jesus 

hadn’t returned to destroy Satan.  

Disappointed people were leaving a church that proclaimed what they believed to be a 

savior who was powerless to overcome the evil they were facing. People were questioning their 

faith because God didn’t seem to be holding up His end of His promise, or wasn’t giving them what 

they wanted or expected. It’s to that audience Mark directs this Gospel.  

In it, Mark goes out of his way to mention that Jesus left the district of Tyre and went by 

way of Sidon to the Sea of Galilee to get to the district of Decapolis. Why the travelogue? Because 

it’s Gentile Country. Taking that route would be like us driving to Cleveland to get to Atlanta.  Mark 

wanted to emphasize that route because it pointed to a deliberate shift in Jesus’ public ministry… 

to now be all-inclusive.  Mark wanted to be sure his audience understood what Jesus was doing 

and saying...that now, ALL are welcome at His table.  

Mark also stresses that it was those Gentiles…considered unclean and unworthy by the 

Jews…who brought the deaf and blind man to Jesus. Mark uses this example of faith to help the 

Christians of his time understand that suffering and joy can only be understood when seen and 

heard through the eyes and ears of faith. He reminds those Christians that they must trust God 

and continue to try to live as Jesus taught them, regardless of where they…or those they 

encounter…happen to be on their particular faith journey. Here’s a current-day example: 

This week in Ashland Kentucky a court clerk was sent to jail for refusing to follow a federal 

judge’s order to issue marriage licenses to same-sex couples. The clerk doesn’t oppose any two 

same-sex people being in a formal relationship…but based on Scripture and the teaching of her 

Christian Evangelical Church…she believes that marriage, whether civil or sacramental, can only be 

between a man and a woman. Her defense was, “God’s moral law conflicts with my job duties.” 



 

The judge said that the clerk’s good-faith belief was not a viable defense, because allowing 

an individual’s belief to supersede the court’s authority would set a dangerous precedent. Really? 

What about the dangerous precedent Martin Luther King set when his good-faith belief led 

him to illegally and nonviolently organize sit-ins and marches to bring the citizens of this country to 

the realization that we were not treating people of color as children of God? 

What about the dangerous precedent Mahatma Gandhi set when his good-faith belief led 

him to illegally and nonviolently organize peasants, farmers and laborers to protest excessive land 

tax and discrimination in India to earn dignity for the people referred to in our reading from James? 

What about the dangerous precedent Jesus set when He traveled to the district of Decapolis 

in violation of Jewish purity laws to bring the good news of salvation to the Gentiles? 

What about the dangerous precedent Christians set when their good-faith belief led them to 

illegally and nonviolently refuse to pay homage to Nero as a god because only Jesus could be their 

Lord? 

Taking “illegal nonviolent” action for matters of faith requires courage...because there are 

consequences for those actions. Jesus, of course, was crucified; King, Gandhi and those early 

Christians were martyred; and today, a clerk of courts finds herself in jail somewhere in Kentucky. 

As word of that court decision reached those waiting for their marriage licenses, they 

chanted “LOVE WON, LOVE WON.”  And it did, because a clerk of courts cared more about those 

couples’ souls than keeping her job. She was willing to sacrifice her financial well-being for their 

spiritual well-being. Her actions were motivated by a sincere love for those brothers and sisters, 

even though they condemned her for taking those actions. 

Today, Jesus opens our eyes and ears to the joy of knowing that ALL have a place at the 

table. All are invited…each and every one of us…all sinners…just at different places on our journey 

to the banquet. Mark reminds those who accept the invitation that the dress code requires putting 

on Christ. Isaiah offers this encouragement for those afraid to accept the invitation for that reason: 

Say to those whose hearts are frightened: Be strong, fear not! Here is your God; He comes 

with vindication, with divine recompense. He comes to save you. Only then will your eyes be 

opened and your ears cleared. 

So wherever you are on your journey, know that Jesus and His Church love you.  Be opened.  

Believe.  Accept your invitation to the table.  Don’t just keep the faith…live it…by loving all…even 

when it’s not accepted as love…and even when it comes at a price.  

Then, look forward in hope to taking your place at the table to which you’ve been invited. 


